MINUTES
City Council Meeting
September 14, 2020
7:00 P.M.






PRESENT:                  	Mayor Esplan, Council members Kittelson, Newman, Gimbel and Clark


ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Langholz, Deputy City Clerk Zwiener, Ashley Rezachek of the Owatonna Peoples Press, Howard Lestrud of the Steele County Times, Police Chief Greg Skillestad and Attorney Richard Wylie


ABSENT:                    	None



Mayor Esplan called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on September 14, 2020, at 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Esplan led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Esplan presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the Consent Agenda was the following:

· Approval of the Agenda for the September 14, 2020 Meeting
· Approval of the Minutes of the August 10, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting
· Approval of Police Policy – Eyewitness Identification Procedures
· Approval of Police Policy Update – Use of Force and Deadly Force
· Approve Façade Improvement Program Reimbursement – New York Life
· Approval of Street Closure – September 18 – 20 Cancer Auction Events
· Approval of Temporary Liquor License – BP Cancer Group – September 18, 2020
· Approval of Temporary Liquor License – BP Servicemen’s Club – 10 Sunday Vikings Games
· Approval of Resolution: 2020 Cares Act County-Municipality Agreement

The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.  City Administrator Langholz reviewed with the Council the larger bills.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called for the Committee Reports.  Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission Meeting held on August 11, 2020; the Blooming Prairie Economic Development Authority Meeting held on August 12, 2020; the Blooming Prairie Planning & Zoning Board Meeting held on August 4, 2020; the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission Meeting held on August 11, 2020; the Blooming Prairie Police Commission Meeting held on August 19, 2020 and the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission held on August 18, 2020 were presented.  The following action was taken:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.


City Administrator Langholz updated the Council on any COVID-19 updates that affect the City along with the CARES Act expenditures to date.  City Administrator Langholz presented quotes for audio visual equipment for the City Council Chambers to enable the City to live stream council meetings.  These updates would be paid for with CARES Act funds.  The quotes were anywhere from $7,500.00 to $12,000.00.  Due to the large expense, City Administrator Langholz wanted direction from the Council.  The Council informed the City Administrator that they had received complaints about the sound quality while trying to live stream the meetings while the City Center was closed to the public.  The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to move forward with the audio-visual upgrades for the council chambers using wireless microphones to stream council meetings as presented was duly carried.


City Administrator Langholz presented the Blooming Prairie CARES Business Grant Program.  City Administrator Langholz explained to the Council that the City has pledged $41,000.00 and Steele County has pledged $34,000.00 to grant up to $5,000.00 per eligible Blooming Prairie business.  Applications will be accepted from September 10, 2020 – October 12, 2020.  The City will award grant funds and notify businesses during the week of October 26, 2020.  Once the business is notified, the City will distribute the funds by check the week of November 2, 2020.  The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to approve the Blooming Prairie CARES Business Grant Program and to allocate $41,000.00 to the program as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented a request with a proposal from the Blooming Prairie Youth Club to use the space at the Blooming Prairie Senior Center to provide the 7th -12th grade youth in Blooming Prairie a place to receive support during hybrid and distance
learning.  The Blooming Prairie Youth Club is seeking a grant from the United Way of Steele County to fund the project.  The Council took the following action: 


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to approve the use of the Senior Center to the Blooming Prairie Youth Club to assist 7th – 12th grade students during hybrid and distance learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic and allow the Mayor and City Administrator to work out the details with the BP Youth Club and Charlene who manages the Senior Center as presented was duly carried. 


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz to present the proposed 2021 Budget.  City Administrator Langholz highlighted the adjustments to revenues and expenditures that were made from the 2020 Budget highlighting that the LGA increase could change in December.  Administrator Langholz also informed the Council that the setting the preliminary Levy increase at 5% could help manage the unknowns before December.  In December the Levy can be decreased, but not increased.  After discussion, the Council took the following action:  


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the proposed 2021 Budget as presented was duly carried. (A copy of the proposed 2021 Budget has been made a part of these Minutes hereto.)


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz to present the Certification of the 2021 Proposed Tax Levy.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he is proposing a 5% Tax Levy increase and that the final levy can be lowered in December but not increased.   The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to approve the Resolution illustrating the Proposed 2021 Property Tax Levy and certify the proposed levy to the Steele and Dodge County Auditors as presented was duly carried. (A Copy of the Resolution is attached and made a part of these Minutes hereto.)


Mayor Esplan presented setting a date for the Truth in Taxation Hearing.  City Administrator Langholz suggested Monday, December 14, 2020 at 7:00 P.M.  The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to establish the Truth in Taxation Hearing for Monday, December 14, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers to receive comments on the 2021 budget as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz for the Administrator’s Report.  Administrator Langholz informed the Council that next month Brett Grabau of Stantec would be present to present the Special Assessment Policy.  Mr. Grabau will bring examples from a recent project in another City to ensure understanding.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that Minnesota Energy will be installing a gas valve at the Pine Springs Pool.  It is tucked away up on the hillside of the southwest corner where children do not hang out.  It will have a fence around it also.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that No Parking signs will be installed on 4th Street SW near the townhomes to allow for trucks to deliver to Lyndon Johnson’s business.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the Highway 218 Project is still slated for 2023.  Minnesota Department of Transportation will be doing boring this fall and winter in the roadway testing for soil contamination.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the property clean up at parcel id 14-103-0708 has been completed by Bishop Excavating.  The City has paid the $21,000.00 bill and it will be assessed to the property.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he and General Manager Mausbach have decided against having AEM provide a compensation study.  They have used the League of Minnesota Cities, along with the APPA and the SMMPA Compensation studies and have found that the City of Blooming Prairie and the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities are right in line with compensation and benefits.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the Fire Department Brat Feed was a success.  All State of Minnesota Department of Health guidelines were followed.

Mayor Esplan called on City Attorney Iacovino for the City Attorney’s Report.  City Attorney Iacovino recapped the last month’s activity.

Mayor Esplan called for Council Member’s Reports.  There were none.

Mayor Esplan closed the City Council Meeting for personnel discussion.

Mayor Esplan reopened the meeting.  The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN


For:		NONE				Against:	NEWMAN, ESPLAN, 


GIMBEL and CLARK


Abstaining:		KITTELSON


Motion to uphold the Performance Evaluation and the Performance Improvement Plan and Rescind the Written Reprimand.


Further discussion was held where City Administrator Langholz clarified for the Council that the Written Reprimand was for the period covered by the Performance Evaluation.  

This motion failed.
The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		ESPLAN			Seconded by:		NEWMAN		

For:			NEWMAN, ESPLAN, GIMBEL and CLARK


Against:		NONE


Abstaining:		KITTELSON


Motion to uphold the Performance Evaluation, the Performance Improvement Plan and the Written Reprimand as presented was duly carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following action:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.



Andrew T. Langholz
City Administrator
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