MINUTES
City Council Meeting
July 13, 2020
7:00 P.M.






PRESENT:                  	Mayor Esplan, Council members Kittelson, Newman, Gimbel and Clark


ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Langholz, Deputy City Clerk Zwiener and City Attorney Iacovino 


ABSENT:                    	None



Mayor Esplan called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on July 13, 2020, at 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Esplan led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Esplan presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the Consent Agenda was the following:

· Approval of the Agenda for the July 13, 2020 Meeting
· Approval of the Minutes of the June 8, 2020, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting
· Approve Façade Improvement Program Reimbursement – BP Dental Center
· Approve Resolution – Police Officer Declaration
· Approve Updated Street Opening Permit

The Council made the following motion:



Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE

Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.  City Administrator Langholz reviewed with the Council the larger bills.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called for the Committee Reports.  Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission Meeting held on June 9, 2020 were presented.  The following action was taken:


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz to relay the newest Covid -19 updates, including opening of the City Offices and the Library.  After the presentation, the Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE
Motion approving the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for the City of Blooming Prairie as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz for information on a letter to the Public Facilities Authority in support of bond issuance for the water storage improvement project.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities doesn’t have the ability to receive funding for such an amount on its own, so the City must bond.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he spoke with our financial advisors at Northland Securities and they have assured him that since this would be a utility project and it has a protected source of revenue coming in to pay for the bond, it will not impact the City’s debt limit.  After discussion, the Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the letter to Public Facilities Authority in support of the bond issuance for the water storage improvement project as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented discussion about an animal ordinance allowing chickens.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that we have had a few reports of chickens in town, which our current ordinance does not allow.  City Administrator Langholz is suggesting pursuing an ordinance that allows chickens with strict guidelines.  After lengthy discussion, the Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			KITTELSON, NEWMAN, GIMBEL				

Against:		CLARK


Motion to pursue an ordinance that would allow chickens within the city limits following a strict set of guidelines as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented discussion about a food truck/temporary vendor ordinance. After lengthy discussion, the Council took the following action:  


Motion by:		CLARK			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to pursue an ordinance that would regulate food trucks and temporary vendors within city limits as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz for the Administrator’s Report.  Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the City received $150,078.00 in Coronavirus Relief Funding through the State of Minnesota and the Federal Government.  The money can be used to cover the additional expenses that the City of Blooming Prairie has due to the Coronavirus, but cannot be used for lost revenues due to the same reason.  A small business relief fund can also be set up using these funds.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the 2020 Adult Volleyball League is underway.  They are following the guidelines as set forth by the Minnesota Department of Health.

Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the Blooming Prairie Fire Relief Association is planning their Brat and Corn Feed on August 29, 2020 with special precautions.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he has received a complaint from a resident on 8th Street NW about a tree that was trimmed.  After investigating the complaint, it was realized that the tree is in the boulevard and needed to be trimmed for the plow truck.  There was discussion about ideas for tree trimming protocol and communication.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the neighbor to the Zylstra property is trying to sell his property and has made another complaint that the property hasn’t been cleaned up.  Mr. Zylstra has started doing some clean up.  City Attorney Iacovino has suggested an agreement with Mr. Zylstra agreeing to give him until July 31, 2020, to get done what he can, but that the City would take over the clean-up at that time.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that Mr. Seykora is working on his property clean-up as required by the Building Official.
Mayor Esplan called on City Attorney Iacovino for the City Attorney’s report.  City Attorney Iacovino recapped his work for the previous month.  City Attorney Iacovino explained that there has been an uptick in arrests and communication with officers.

Mayor Esplan called for Council Member’s Reports.  City Council member Kittelson inquired about demolition grant money.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the budget for demolition grants has been exhausted for this year.

City Council Member Kittelson inquired about whether the work at the pool would be completed this year.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that it would.

City Council Member Gimbel inquired about whether the City had heard any feedback from the neighbors about the RC Racetrack.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the City had not received any complaints.

City Council Member Clark informed the Council and Administrator that he believes the City should look into the costs of the City completing our own mosquito spraying.

At this time, Mayor Esplan closed the meeting for personnel discussion and for discussion on the sale of property.

The meeting was reopened.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following action:



Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.



Andrew T. Langholz
City Administrator
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