
MINUTES
City Council Meeting
August 10, 2020
7:00 P.M.






PRESENT:                  	Mayor Esplan, Council members Kittelson, Newman, Gimbel and Clark


ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Langholz, Deputy City Clerk Zwiener and Ashley Rezachek of the Owatonna Peoples Press


ABSENT:                    	None



Mayor Esplan called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on August 10, 2020, at 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Esplan led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Esplan presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the Consent Agenda was the following:

· Approval of the Agenda for the August 10, 2020 Meeting
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Approval of the Minutes of the July 13, 2020, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting
· Approve Façade Improvement Program Application – PlanWell Financial Guidance
· Approve Façade Improvement Program Reimbursement – PlanWell Financial Guidance

The Council made the following motion:



Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.  City Administrator Langholz reviewed with the Council the larger bills.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called for the Committee Reports.  Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission Meeting held on July 15, 2020 were presented.  The following action was taken:


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.


City Administrator Langholz presented a letter from Gary and Beth Roder of 346 8th Street NW expressing their concerns with the boulevard tree trimming completed on a tree in front of their home along with the suggestion that more communication with the homeowner is completed.

City Administrator Langholz updated the Council on any COVID-19 updates that affect the City.  The City Administration office and the Library have reopened according to the plan.  Administrator Langholz informed the Council that foot traffic has been light and residents have been abiding by the protocols that the Council has implemented.  The next stage of reopening is to allow the Council Chambers to be rented beginning September 1, 2020.  At that time all renters will be required to pay a $25 cleaning fee and the room will only be rented once per day to ensure that cleaning can be completed and that rentals cannot interfere with Council or Commission meetings.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he has also been contacted by the Blooming Prairie Recreation Association about a fall baseball league.  City Administrator Langholz informed the BPRA that the City would support anything allowable by the State of Minnesota.

Mayor Esplan presented approval of the Coronavirus Relief Funding allocation.  City Administrator Langholz broke down the proposed expenditures including small business grants, facility upgrades, Police Department payroll and additional expenses such as work from home equipment, PPE, and cleaning supplies.  After discussion, the Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to approve the Coronavirus Relief Funding is allocated towards small business grants that will be facilitated by the EDA, facility upgrades, additional expenses due to the COVID-19 and to payroll expenses for the Blooming Prairie Police Department as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan presented the proposed 2021 Wage Grid.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he and General Manager Mausbach have discussed this in length and are proposing a 1.5% COLA increase for all of the City of Blooming Prairie employees while also increasing the employee’s share of the health insurance premium to 15%.  Administrator Langholz explained that for those employees taking insurance this should be a net 1% gain.  After lengthy discussion, the Council took the following action:  


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the 2021 wage grid reflecting a 1.5% COLA increase for all City of Blooming Prairie employees, while also increasing the employee’s health insurance contribution level to 15% for full-time single, full-time family and permanent part-time single coverage as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz to explain the long term planning contracting.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that he’d like to contract with Abdo, Eick & Meyers to create a long term capital improvement plan, debt management plan and to perform a utility rate study.  Administrator Langholz is also interested in having a compensation study completed which the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities would be willing to share the cost.  The cost of the long term capital improvement plan, debt management plan and to perform a utility rate study has been quoted at $23,400.00.  The price for the compensation study is unknown at this time.  After careful consideration, the Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to approve the quote of $23,400.00 from Abdo, Eick & Meyers to create a long term capital improvement plan, debt management plan and to perform a utility rate study as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz for information about the Summary Enforcement Order.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the property located at 230 4th Ave NE has been issued a citation, which was sent via certified mail.  The citation addressed the multiple nuisances including: a vehicle without current registration, improper disposal of trash, broken windows, tall grass and weeds.  The property owner was given 10 days to remedy the situation. As of meeting time, all that was taken care of was the removal of the non-registered vehicle and more garbage has appeared.  The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion to approve a summary enforcement order to abate all nuisances located at 230 4th Ave NE and assess the expenses incurred to the property taxes as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Esplan called on City Administrator Langholz for the Administrator’s Report.  Administrator Langholz informed the Council that a preliminary budget will need to be approved at the September meeting; therefore if the Council has anything they feel needs to be addressed in the 2021 budget, they should let him know.  Administrator Langholz also would like the Council to consider an Assessment Policy, a seasonal street employee and a street reconstruction levy.

Council member Kittelson informed City Administrator Langholz that the park equipment needs to be repainted and powder coated.

Council Member Gimbel informed City Administrator Langholz that the columns that the Victory Field sign is sitting on need to be repainted also.

Council Member Newman asked whether the Administration had looked into refinancing any of the bonds to take advantage of the favorable interest rates.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the 2021 LGA amount is certified at $746,471.00 which is an increase of $9,114.00.  This amount could change.

Administrator Langholz informed the Council that Commission meetings have resumed for August.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the crosswalks on Highway 218 have been repainted and the crosswalks on Center Avenue and Main Street have also been repainted.

City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the Zylstra property abatement is moving forward.

Due to the absence of City Attorney Iacovino, there was no City Attorney’s report.

Mayor Esplan called for Council Member’s Reports.  City Council member Newman informed the Council that he has gotten a complaint that the RC Track is not abiding by the hours of operation on all occasions.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that the complainants should be contacting the police at the time of the complaint, so it can be documented.

City Council member Gimbel inquired about what the uses of the Zylstra property can be.  City Administrator Langholz informed the Council that in order to have any use besides residential, it would have to be presented to the Planning & Zoning Commission.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following action:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.



Andrew T. Langholz
City Administrator
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