
MINUTES

Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission

September 15, 2020
5:00 P.M.

PRESENT:

Chairman Brian Betlach, Commissioners Brad Clark, Lisa 




Vaith, and Jessica Kremer
ALSO PRESENT:    City Administrator Andrew Langholz and Mayor Curt Esplan 

ABSENT:                 None
Chairman Betlach called the Regular Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission Meeting to order on September 15, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. 

Chairman Betlach called for additions or corrections to the September 15, 2020, Agenda.   There were none.  The following action was taken:

Motion by:          KREMER

               Seconded by:      VAITH
For:                    ALL                                    Against:               NONE

Motion approving the September 15, 2020, Agenda as presented was duly carried.

Chairman Betlach presented the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission held on August 18, 2020.  After review, the following action was taken:

Motion by:          VAITH                               Seconded by:      KREMER
For:                    ALL                                    Against:              NONE

Motion approving the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission held on August 18, 2020, as presented was duly carried.

Chairman Betlach called for the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.  City Administrator Langholz reviewed each item on the Accounts Payable Report and Financial Reports with the Commission.  The following action was taken:

Motion by:          BETLACH                          Seconded by:    
KREMER
For:                    ALL                                     Against:              NONE

Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.

The next Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, October 20, 2020, at 5:00 P.M.

Chairman Betlach called for Miscellaneous Items for Discussion Only.  

Chairman Betlach called for the Report of the Blooming Prairie Volunteer Ambulance Association.    

Commissioner Kremer informed the Commission that the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Association will be meeting on Monday, September 21, 2020.  This will be the first meeting since the COVID-19 outbreak.
Commissioner Kremer stated that the Ambulance Association will be discussing an increase to the Retirement Incentive Program (RIP).  The current amount is $25.00 per run and would like to increase the amount to $35.00 per run.
There was a general discussion by the Commission regarding the need to recruit additional EMT’s to join the ambulance service.  Mayor Esplan suggested contacting the local business owners to see if they have employees interested in joining the ambulance service and whether or not the employers are willing to support the employees and allow them to respond to calls during working hours.
Commissioner Kremer stated that EMT training has become more difficult over the years.  EMT’s are now required to have the same knowledge and training as a paramedic.  The schooling to become an EMT consists of two nights per week for three months.  
There was a general discussion by the Commission regarding the number of EMT’s that are needed to respond to a call and whether or not the ambulance driver has to be an EMT.  Commissioner Kremer stated that the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Service is required to have two EMT’s for every call.  The City of Ellendale only has six EMT’s on their service so they obtained a hardship variance from the State of Minnesota which allows them to have a driver that is not an EMT.  Blooming Prairie does not qualify for the variance due to the number of EMT’s and the size of our city.

There was a general discussion by the Commission regarding future repairs and replacing ambulance rigs.  The Ford Dealership in Blooming Prairie is now closed so arrangements will have to be made in advance as to where the rigs will be serviced.  Administrator Langholz stated that the Ambulance Association should also be considering what type of rig they would like when it is time for ordering a new rig.  Commissioner Kremer stated that the EMT’s are in agreement that the diesel fueled rig is the better option.

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the following action was taken:

Motion by:          KREMER                            Seconded by:     BETLACH
For:                    ALL                                     Against:              NONE

Motion adjourning the meeting was duly carried.

Andrew T. Langholz
City Administrator
September 15, 2020 Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission Meeting Minutes
Page 3

