
MINUTES
Blooming Prairie Fire Commission
September 13, 2016
4:30 P.M.





PRESENT:	Commissioners Kittelson, Heimerman, Farr, Stender, and Fire Chief Naatz
	




ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Jones





ABSENT:		None






City Administrator Jones called the Regular Meeting of the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission to order on September 13, 2016, at 4:30 P.M.

City Administrator Jones presented the Minutes of the Regular Blooming Prairie Fire Commission Meeting held on August 9, 2016.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		HEIMERMAN	Seconded by:	KITTELSON

For:			ALL			Against:		NONE	          


Motion approving the Minutes of the Regular Blooming Prairie Fire Commission Meeting held on August 9, 2016, was duly carried.


City Administrator Jones reviewed with the Commission the Fire Department’s Accounts Payable Reports that had been reviewed by the Blooming Prairie Firemen at their Regular Meeting held on September 12, 2016.  After review of the Accounts Payable Reports, the Commission took the following action:


Motion by:		FARR			Seconded by:	STENDER

For:			ALL			Against:		NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable Reports as presented was duly carried.


City Administrator Jones reviewed with the Commission the Fire Department’s Financial Reports that had been reviewed by the Blooming Prairie Firemen at their Regular Meeting held on September 12, 2016.  After review of the Financial Reports, the Commission took the following action:


Motion by:		HEIMERMAN	Seconded by:	STENDER

For:			ALL			Against:		NONE


Motion approving the Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.


City Administrator Jones reviewed with the Commission the Accounts Receivables. 

City Administrator Jones asked for additions and corrections to the Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Heimerman asked that Turn-out Gear Washer Grant be added to the Agenda.  After discussion the following action was taken:


Motion by:		NAATZ		Seconded by:	FARR

For:			ALL			Against:		NONE


Motion approving the Agenda, as amended, was duly carried.


Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that six members of the Fire Department have formed a SCBA committee.  The committee will do research on grants and/or grant writers to help defray the cost of the new SCBA.

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that the paperwork for the accountability tags has been completed so now the order to purchase the tags can be submitted.

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that the carpet in the meeting room has been shampooed and it looks much better.

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that they have received all of the new turn-out gear for the new firefighters along with the replacement gear that was needed for some of the existing firefighters. 

Fire Chief Naatz updated the Commission on the Minnesota DNR Grant.  The Blooming Prairie Fire Department was awarded a $2,000.00 matching grant from the Minnesota DNR.  The money will be used to replace the existing 1-1/2 inch hoses with 1-3/4 inch hoses along with a drying rack for the new hoses.  Fire Chief Naatz stated that the Fire Department will use some of the money they raised at the Brat and Corn Feed to help cover their $2,000.00 portion of the grant.   

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that the Fire Department may start billing people for repeated calls for lift assists.  The Fire Department recently received four calls to the same location for lift assists, two of which were not needed.  The Fire Department will not bill the individual for the first two calls for lift assists but there will be a charge for the third call to the same location.  The fee would be $150.00 to $250.00, which is the same amount as a CO call.    

Commissioner Heimerman informed the Commission that the Fire Department is in need of an industrial strength washing machine for washing their turn-out gear.  They are currently using a standard washing machine that is not designed to handle turn-out gear.  The Minnesota Department of Public Safety is offering reimbursement grants through their Turn-out Gear Washer Extractor Award Program wherein we would be reimbursed for 90 percent of the cost of the washing machine if we commit to paying 10 percent of the cost.  This type of washing machine costs approximately $8,000.00 to $10,000.00.  After discussion, the following action was taken by the Board:


Motion by:		KITTELSON		Seconded by:	FARR

For:			ALL			Against:		NONE


Motion authorizing the Blooming Prairie Volunteer Fire Department to submit a grant application for the Minnesota Department of Public Safety’s Turn-out Gear Washer Extractor Award Program as presented was duly carried.




Fire Chief Naatz inquired about the water heater in the City Center.  The pilot light does not stay lit.  City Administrator Jones stated that the water heater is over 20 years old and will soon be replaced.  

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that the start-up date for Steele County Dispatch to start using their new tri-tech software is tentatively set for November 8, 2016.  

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Commission that there were eight (8) non-billable fire calls since the last Commission Meeting:
		
		Two Lift Assists
		Vehicle in Ditch
		Four storm related calls
		Oven Fire

[bookmark: _GoBack]There was a general discussion by the Commission regarding the annual Brat and Corn Feed which was held at the Fire Department due to inclement weather.  Fire Chief Naatz stated that there were approximately 530 people that attended.  The Commission discussed the pros and cons of having this event at the Fire Hall verses the Firemen’s Park.

There being no other business to come before the Commission, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		HEIMERMAN	Seconded by:	FARR

For:			ALL			Against:		NONE


Motion adjourning the meeting was duly carried. 




Michael G. Jones 
City Administrator
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