
MINUTES
Economic Development Authority
October 12, 2016
4:30 P.M.





PRESENT:		Board Members Esplan, Newman, Peterson and Holman



	

ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Jones and EDA Coordinator Tom Monson
	
	



ABSENT:		President Lea





In the absence of President Lea, Vice President Holman called the Regular Blooming Prairie Economic Development Authority Meeting to order on October 12, 2016, at 
4:30 P.M. 

Vice President Holman presented the Minutes of the Regular Blooming Prairie Economic Development Authority Meeting held on September 14, 2016.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		ESPLAN			Seconded by:	PETERSON

For:			ALL				Against:		NONE


Motion approving the Minutes of the Regular Blooming Prairie Economic Development Authority Meeting held on September 14, 2016, as presented was duly carried.




City Administrator Jones presented the Treasurer’s Report.  After review of the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports presented, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:	ESPLAN

For:			ALL				Against:		NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Statements as presented was duly carried.  


Vice President Holman called for any additions or corrections to the Agenda as presented.  City Administrator Jones stated that he would like to add Steele County EDA Representative.  Coordinator Monson inquired about adding the CEDA Appraisal.

Coordinator Monson updated the Board on his recent business retention visits.  

Coordinator Monson updated the Board on the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Blooming Prairie.  Mr. DiNatale from CEDA is waiting for information from the city engineer and once that information is received he will provide a draft of the plan for review.

Coordinator Monson informed the Board that Skjeveland Enterprises has decided to purchase property in Owatonna so he will not be purchasing the lots in the Industrial Park.

Coordinator Monson informed the Board that he and Mayor Peterson were interviewed by an individual from Rochester Rising to promote the City of Blooming Prairie.  Since the interview, two separate articles about Blooming Prairie have been published in their brochures.  Coordinator Monson added that The Steele County Times did an article titled “BP Chamber and EDA are Partners”.  Copies of the articles were available for the Board to review.

Coordinator Monson informed the Board that he has drafted a Servicing Agreement template as requested by the USDA Rural Development.  A copy of the Servicing Agreement is attached to and made a part of these Minutes.  

Coordinator Monson updated the Board on the USDA Rural Development’s annual audit of the FmHA Relending Program.  The auditor had made the suggestion that the EDA consider making a portion of the FmHA financing available to surrounding areas at a 




higher interest rate.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that business owners situated in a township that is within a six mile radius of Blooming Prairie could apply for FmHA financing and the applications can be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

Coordinator Monson updated the Board on the manufacturer’s luncheon that was held on October 4, 2016.  There were approximately 15 in attendance.  Coverage of the event was published in the Owatonna Peoples Press and The Steele County Times published an article on Mayor Peterson signing the Manufacturer’s Week Proclamation.

Coordinator Monson informed the Board that he will be attending the final NDC training in Minneapolis during the last week in October.

City Administrator Jones informed the Board that correspondence has been received from Steele County regarding the formation of the Steele County EDA.  Steele County is looking for a representative from each City within Steele County to serve on the Steele County EDA Board.  City Administrator Jones stated that he would be willing to serve as the representative for Blooming Prairie for a two year period.  After discussion, the following action was taken by the Board:


Motion by:		HOLMAN			Seconded by:	ESPLAN

For:			ALL				Against:		NONE


Motion recommending that the Steele County Commissioners appoint City Administrator Michael G. Jones as the representative for Blooming Prairie to serve on the Steele County EDA Board as presented was duly carried.


City Administrator Jones informed the Board that he has received the annual performance evaluation form from CEDA regarding our contracted services for EDA Coordinator.  City Administrator Jones stated that he would complete the evaluation and return it to CEDA as requested.

There was a general discussion by the Board regarding walking paths and possible grants that could help defray the cost.





There being no further business to come before the Board, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:	PETERSON

For:			ALL				Against:		NONE


Motion adjourning the meeting was duly carried.
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