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City Council Meeting
October 10, 2016
7:00 P.M.




PRESENT:                  	Mayor Peterson, Council members Kittelson, Newman, Gimbel and Clark


ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Jones, Deputy City Clerk Zwiener, City Attorney Iacovino, Police Officer Dan Peach, Emily Schoenbeck of the Steele County Times, Ashley Stewart from the Owatonna Peoples Press and Karen Peterson


ABSENT:                    	None



Mayor Peterson called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on October 10, 2016, at 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Peterson led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Peterson presented the City Council Agenda for the Council’s approval. The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the City Council Agenda as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on September 12, 2016. After review, the Council took the following action: 


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on September 12, 2016 as presented was duly carried.  


Mayor Peterson presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.  City Administrator Jones reviewed with the Council the larger bills.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson called for the Committee Reports.  Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission Meeting held on September 13, 2016; the Blooming Prairie Economic Development Authority Meeting held on September 14, 2016; the Planning & Zoning Public Hearing held on September 27, 2016; the Planning & Zoning Public Hearing held on September 27, 2016;  the Planning & Zoning Board Meeting held on September 27, 2016; the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission Meeting held on September 13, 2016; the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission Meeting held on September 20, 2016 and the Blooming Prairie Police Commission Meeting held September 8, 2016 were presented.  The following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Peterson called on Chamber Director Noble to update the Council on the 150th Blooming Prairie Celebration.  Chamber Director Noble informed the Council that the celebration would be from July 1st through July 4th, 2017.  There will be a Street dance on the 1st and the 3rd.  On the 2nd there will be an ecumenical church service in the park, a Kiddy Parade, 150 balloons released in the park, a family picnic and birthday party in the park along with Ribfest and an All School Reunion.  There will be beer gardens in the park on the 3rd and the 4th.  The Chamber is requesting that the City to purchase a banner to hang on Main Street and Highway 218 along with providing the man power to hang the banner.  Mayor Peterson thanked Chamber Director Noble for the update.

Mayor Peterson called on City Administrator Jones to explain the Ordinance Opting out of Minnesota State Statute 462.3593.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Planning & Zoning Board held a Public Hearing on September 27, 2016 addressing Minnesota Statutes Section 462.3593 which defines and regulates Temporary Family Care Dwellings.  No members of the public were present at the Public Hearing.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that by opting out of this Ordinance does not mean that the Planning & Zoning Board and the Council is not supporting the Ordinance, it means that it can be looked at on a case by case basis.  After discussion, the Council took the following action:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving Ordinance 2016-01 Ordinance Opting Out of the Requirement of Minnesota State Statute Section 462.3593 and approve the publication of the Ordinance as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented awarding the contract for the 2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements Project.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that two bids were received from Ulland Brothers and Rochester Sand and Gravel.  The lowest bidder was Ulland Brothers at $435,111.25.  The bid was over $100,000.00 less than the engineer’s estimate.  The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		CLARK			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion accepting the bids and awarding the contract to the lowest bidder, Ulland Brothers, Inc., in the amount of $435,111.25 for the Reclaim and Repave 2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements Project as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented a request from the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club for a Temporary Liquor License to hold a Bloody Mary Bar in conjunction with the Firemen’s Pancake Breakfast and a Vikings game on November 13, 2016.  The Council took the following action:
 

Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the request from the Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club for a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for November 13, 2016 as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented an application for an Exempt Gambling Permit from the Blooming Prairie Recreation Association to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board to conduct a raffle.  The drawing will be held at the Blooming Prairie High School on April 2, 2017.  The expected prize amount will exceed $1,500.00. The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		KITTESLON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the application of the Blooming Prairie Recreation Association to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board to conduct a raffle as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented an application for an Exempt Gambling Permit from the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board to conduct Turkey Bingo at the Pizza Cellar on November 17, 2016. The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the application of the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board to conduct a raffle as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented the purchase/trade of the City’s lawnmower.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the current mower was purchased in 2014 and has double the hours of the last trade in.  The mower had a two year warranty.  The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the purchase of a Husqvarna PZ60 lawn mower from Miners Outdoor and Rec. with the trade in of the City’s lawnmower, for $5,000.00 as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented the Zoning Map adjustments as approved by the Planning and Zoning Board after a Public Hearing in September.  The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the changes and updates to the Blooming Prairie Zoning Map as recommended by the Planning & Zoning Board as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson called on City Administrator Jones for the Administrator’s Report.  Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Welcome signs and the Victory Field sign should be installed this week.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that during the large rain event in September the Wastewater Treatment Plant experienced a ridiculously high flow.  After investigation, the flow seems to be coming from a few lines.  Municipal Pipe Tool will be in town this week to camera some of the perceived problem areas. 
 
City Administrator Jones informed the Council that Skjeveland backed out of the Industrial Park Land Sale due to purchasing property in Owatonna.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that he has added $15,000.00 in part-time Police coverage to the budget for 2017. Adding anything more would take away from other departments as the proposed budget has been approved and the levy cannot be raised.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the next meeting is November 14, 2016 where the Council will be certifying the results if the election.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Owatonna Librarian is retiring.  There is an Open House scheduled for October 14, 2016 from 2:00 P.M. to 4:00P.M.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that Rick Kittelson is retiring off the SMMPA Board.  Mayor Peterson and City Administrator Jones will be attending the SMMPA Annual Meeting where Rick Kittelson will be recognized.

City Administrator Jones explained to the Council that following the suggestion of the Auditor, 28 Firemen have been added to the City payroll.  They will be paid quarterly.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the WWTP Operator is off on medical leave.

Administrator Jones informed the Council that the new chipper has been ordered and will be delivered in November.  The cost of the new chipper will be split between the Utilities and the Street Department.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that a GPS system has been purchased.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the WWTP employees would like to use their own cell phones and receive reimbursement to keep from having to carry two phones.  Council Member Newman expressed concern with employee phones controlling changes at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Mayor Peterson called on City Attorney Iacovino for the City Attorney’s Report. Attorney Iacovino recapped the last month of activities along with pending activity.

Attorney Iacovino also informed the Council that they are again holding an Officer Update on November 9, 2016. 

Mayor Peterson called for Council Member’s Reports.  Council Member Kittelson stated that all letters to City Officials should be signed to be taken under consideration.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following action:


Motion by:		CLARK			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.


Michael G. Jones
City Administrator
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