MINUTES
City Council Meeting
August 8, 2016
7:00 P.M.




PRESENT:                  	Mayor Peterson, Council members Kittelson, Newman, Gimbel and Clark


[bookmark: _GoBack]ALSO PRESENT:	City Administrator Jones, Deputy City Clerk Zwiener, City Attorney Iacovino, Police Chief Greg Skillestad and Ashley Stewart from the Owatonna Peoples Press


ABSENT:                    	None



Mayor Peterson called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on August 8, 2016, at 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Peterson led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Peterson presented the City Council Agenda for the Council’s approval. The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the City Council Agenda as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on July 11, 2016, the Minutes of the Public Hearing to Vacate Easement – Industrial Park held on July 11, 2016 and the Minutes of the Public Hearing – Street Reconstruction Plan held on July 11, 2016.  After review, the Council took the following action: 

Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on July 11, 2016, the Minutes of the Public Hearing Vacating Easement – Industrial Park held on July 11, 2016 and the Minutes of the Public Hearing – Street Reconstruction Plan held on July 11, 2016 as presented was duly carried.  


Mayor Peterson presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.  City Administrator Jones reviewed with the Council the larger bills.  After review, the following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson called for the Committee Reports.  Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission Special Meeting held on July 7, 2016;  the Public Utilities Commission Meeting held July 19, 2016 the Blooming Prairie Economic Development Authority Meeting held on July 13, 2016; the Planning & Zoning Board Meeting held on July 19, 2016; the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission Meeting held on July 12, 2016; the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission Meeting held on July 19, 2016 and the Blooming Prairie Police Commission Meeting held July 14, 2016 were presented.  The following action was taken:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		GIMBEL

For:			PETERSON, KITTELSON, GIMBEL AND NEWMAN		

Against:		CLARK


Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.
Mayor Peterson presented a Resolution Approving the Execution of Amendment No. 1 to the SMMPA Agency Agreement.  The amendment makes changed to the voting rights on the SMMPA Board and the buy-in or termination of a member into the SMMPA Agency.  The Council took the following action:
 

Motion by:		KITTELSON			Seconded by:		NEWMAN

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Resolution Approving the Execution of Amendment No. 1 to the SMMPA Agency Agreement as recommended by the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Peterson informed the Council that the SC-16 Blooming Prairie Fire Relief Form was not yet available and would be tabled until the September Meeting.

Mayor Peterson informed the Council that the Final Pay Request for the 6th Street NW Project was not available at this time; therefore this item would also be tabled for the September Meeting.

Mayor Peterson presented the proposed 2017 Wage Grid.  The grid reflects a 2.7% increase for all of the City of Blooming Prairie and Blooming Prairie Public Utilities employees.  The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		GIMBEL			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the 2017 Wage Grid reflecting a 2.7% COLA increase for all of the City of Blooming Prairie employees as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented an application for and Exempt Gambling Permit from St. Columbanus Catholic Church to conduct a raffle in conjunction with their fall dance.  The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the application of St. Columbanus Catholic Church to the State of Minnesota Gambling Control Board for an exempt gambling permit to conduct a raffle in conjunction with their fall dance to be held October 1, 2016 as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented the Plans and Specifications for the 2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements.  The Council made the following motion:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion approving the Plans and Specifications as prepared by Stantec for the 2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements Project as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson presented advertising for bids for the 2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements Project. The Council took the following action:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		CLARK

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion authorizing the Advertisement for Bids for the 2017 Street Rehabilitation Improvements Project as presented was duly carried.


Mayor Peterson called on City Administrator Jones for information about a sidewalk committee.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Planning & Zoning Board would like the City Council to consider the formation of a sidewalk committee.  Administrator Jones informed the Council that in the early 90’s a sidewalk committee was formed and a large amount of sidewalks were replaced at a 50/50 Homeowner/City split. It was the consensus of the Council that no committee was needed as the employees could identify the sidewalk replacement needs, but did see the need to do sidewalk replacement.
Mayor Peterson called on City Administrator Jones for the Administrator’s Report.  Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Primary Election will be held in the City Council Chambers on August 9, 2016 from 7:00 A.M. – 8:00 P.M.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the 2017 Budget would be presented at the September meeting therefore if any of the Council had specific input they should contact him.
 
City Administrator Jones informed the Council that Blooming Prairie Public Utilities has decided to offer the Line Supervisor position to a candidate.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Pine Springs Pool will be closing August 14, 2016.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that he recently attended a regional development tour that started in Rochester, went through Stewartville, Blooming Prairie, Dodge Center and Byron.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that he and the Mayor will be attending the MMUA Annual Summer Conference in Brainerd on August 15 – 17, 2016.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the Cedar River Watershed District is proposing a project levy to perform many projects.

City Administrator Jones updated the Council on the Victory Field Sign and the Welcome Signs.

City Administrator Jones informed the Council that the work is getting started on Highway 218 and that there would be a detour of traffic down 5th Avenue to Highway 30.


Mayor Peterson called on City Attorney Iacovino for the City Attorney’s Report. Attorney Iacovino recapped the last month of activities along with pending activity.

Mayor Peterson called for Council Member’s Reports.  Council Member Gimbel inquired about lines for parking down the north side of Main Street.  Administrator Jones informed the Council that this has been addressed with the County.

Council Member Kittelson recapped the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities
Seminar that she attended in Austin.

Council Member Kittelson also inquired about resurfacing the tennis courts and updating the nets for pickle ball players.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that a resurfacing was done 7 years ago that didn’t last 2 years.

Council Member Newman inquired whether anything had come of the community garden idea.  City Administrator Jones informed the Council that there had not.

Mayor Peterson also informed the Council of the upcoming election and reminded Council Member Gimbel and Kittelson to file for Candidacy.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following action:


Motion by:		NEWMAN			Seconded by:		KITTELSON

For:			ALL				Against:			NONE


Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.


Michael G. Jones
City Administrator
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